
Important Update Regarding COVID-19

Date: April 6, 2020
Time: 4:00 pm CST



Agenda 

×Welcome from the Commissioner

×Initial Comments from the Governor

×Comments from Dr. Gary Anthone

×Panelists Discussions with the Commissioner



Commissionerõs Welcome

ÅWeõll use Zoom as a webinar format 

ÅThere will be no chat feature

ÅOnly òpanelistsó are able to speak

Meeting is every Monday at 4:00 pm



Agenda 

×Welcome from the Commissioner

×Initial Comments from the Governor

×Statewide Overview from Dr. Gary Anthone

×Update on Nebraska cases 

×Panelist Discussions 



Agenda 

×Welcome by Commissioner

×Initial Comments by Governor

×Comments by Dr. Gary Anthone

×Panelist Discussions with the Commissioner



Topics In This Briefing

ÅDiscussion with Local Health Officials
ÅCurrent DHM Orders
ÅProjections for Summer and Fall

ÅQuestions from the Field (ESU and Commissionerõs Advisory Group)

ÅESU/ESUCC Summary of Weekly Questions
ÅCommissionerõs Advisory Group Themes 

ÅEducation-Related Topics
ÅState Board Emergency Resolution on COVID-19 (Commissioner)

ÅGraduation Requirements (Cory Epler)

ÅIDEA Considerations (Amy Rhone)

ÅFood Security (Sharon Davis) 

ÅRecovery Response Efforts
ÅNebraska Impactõs COVID-19 Relief Fund (Governor and First Lady)

ÅRegional Response Alignment Efforts 



State and Local Public Health Officials 

ÅDirected Health Measures (DHM)
ÅStatewide and Local

ÅCases and Concerns for Schools and Communities

ÅWhat Should Schools Know?

ÅWhat Can Schools do to Help?

Joined by the following panelists today: 

Gary Anthone, Chief Medical Officer

Terra Uhing, Three Rivers

Kim Engle, Panhandle



Using ESU/Regional Conversations to 
Organize Questions from the Field
Discussion with the Commissioner and 
Educational Service Unit leaders

1. Statewide DHM Clarifications

2. Certificated Evaluations

3. End of Year Reporting:

ÅAttendance

ÅHours

ÅOther

Joined by:
Larianne Polk, ESU 7
Andrew Dick, ESU 13
Dan Schnoes, ESU 3



Commissionerõs Advisory Group Themes

ÅImpacts on Food Programs/Employee Safety

ÅAre school food workers essential?

ÅSummer School ð(Joined by Jami Jo Thompson, Norfolk PS)

ÅFall Impacts? 

ÅFederal CARES Act Provisions

ÅBus and Food Contracts

ÅBroadband/Infrastructure Access

ÅFinance Impacts

ÅFederal, State, and Local Revenues

ÅGraduation Guidance



Non-Public School Concerns

ÅSeveral are Similar to Public

ÅRule/Regulation Flexibility

ÅStudent/Teacher Impacts

ÅSpecial Education is a Shared Area of Concern

ÅWeekly calls will be scheduled with Non-Public school leaders to 
discuss issues specific to these needs.



Rule 18 ðInterim Program Schools

ÅChallenges with residential treatment

ÅContracted Services

ÅSpecial Education 

ÅHealth/Safety 

ÅAlternatives for educational opportunities vary

ÅData and shared student responsibilities (Especially in transition 
between settings)

ÅWeekly calls are established



Education Topics

ÅEach week we will try to address some of the questions that have 
surfaced through the ESU/regional conversations and other forums. 

ÅAs always, visit the www.education.ne.gov/publichealthpage for 
additional information. 

ÅStaff at the NDE are working to address key FAQs and other topics as 
we know them. 

https://www.education.ne.gov/publichealth/


State Board Report: COVID-19 Resolution 


